Threatened, native freshwater fishes are listed for 49 of the 50 U.S. States, the first such compilation. Over 300 kinds are included in a formal classification, cross-indexed to states (Table 1) , followed by state lists and the status of each fish, whether rare, endangered, depleted, or undetermined. The concern for native fishes and the important factors responsible for threats to their existence are briefly outlined. Although the lists vary from those based on extensive recent state surveys to others in which current information is sparse, publication is expected to enhance the chances for survival through protective legislation (already enacted by a number of states) and stronger concern for such natural resources. committees during the period that the information presented below was being prepared.
There is an urgent need to maintain diversity of life so as to provide for the variety of wildlife needed for recreation, commerce, and scientific study. It will take money and the efforts of dedicated and skilled people, combining their talents and working through legal channels, to produce effective programs for halting the depletion of fish resources. The factor common to a/l threatened species is not deterioration of status, but vulnerability to extinction in the foreseeable future. Thus populations of many "rare" species are relatively stable, and a "depleted" species may be retained in the lists for a period, after its populations have started to increase as a result of better management. Numerous factors, both genetic and environmental, affect the 
